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Marking Scheme 
Strictly Confidential 

(For Internal and Restricted use only)  
Secondary School Examination, 2026 (2nd Board Examination)    

SUBJECT NAME:  Social Science  
 (Q.P. CODE / Set No.  087/32-8-1) 

 
 
General Instructions: - 

1  You are aware that evaluation is the most important process in the actual and correct 
assessment of the candidates. A small mistake in evaluation may lead to serious 
problems which may affect the future of the candidates, education system and 
teaching profession. To avoid mistakes, it is requested that before starting evaluation, 
you must read and understand the spot evaluation guidelines carefully. 

2  “Evaluation policy is a confidential policy as it is related to the confidentiality 
of the examinations conducted, evaluation done and several other aspects. Its 
leakage to public in any manner could lead to derailment of the examination 
system and affect the life and future of millions of candidates. Sharing this 
policy/document to anyone, publishing in any magazine and printing in 
Newspaper/Website, etc. may invite action under various rules of the Board 
and IPC/BNS.” 

3  Evaluation is to be done as per instructions provided in the Marking Scheme. It should 
not be done according to one’s own interpretation or any other consideration. Marking 
Scheme should be strictly adhered to and religiously followed. However, while 
evaluating, answers which are based on latest information or knowledge and/or 
are innovative, they may be assessed for their correctness otherwise and due 
marks be awarded to them. In Class-X, while evaluating two competency-based 
questions, please try to understand given answer and even if reply is not from 
marking scheme but correct competency is enumerated by the candidate, due 
marks should be awarded.  

4  The Marking scheme carries only suggested value points for the answers. 
These are in the nature of Guidelines only and do not constitute the complete answer. 
The students can have their own expression and if the expression is correct, the due 
marks should be awarded accordingly. 

5  The Head-Examiner must go through the first five answer books evaluated by each 
evaluator on the first day, to ensure that evaluation has been carried out as per the 
instructions given in the Marking Scheme. If there is any variation, the same should 
be zero after deliberation and discussion. The remaining answer books meant for 
evaluation shall be given only after ensuring that there is no significant variation in 
the marking of individual evaluators. 

6  Evaluators will mark ( √ ) wherever answer is correct. For wrong answer CROSS ‘X’ 
be marked. Evaluators will not put right (✓) while evaluating which gives an 
impression that answer is correct and no marks are awarded. This is most common 
mistake which evaluators are committing. 

7  If a question has parts, please award marks on the right-hand side for each part. 
Marks awarded for different parts of the question should then be totaled up and 
written in the left-hand margin and encircled. This may be followed strictly. 

8  If a question does not have any parts, marks must be awarded in the left-hand margin 
and encircled. This may also be followed strictly. 

9  If a student has attempted an extra question, answer of the question deserving more 
marks should be retained and the other answer scored out with a note “Extra 
Question”. 

10  No marks to be deducted for the cumulative effect of an error. It should be penalized 
only once. 
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11  A full scale of marks __80________ (example 0 to 80/70/60/50/40/30 marks as given 
in Question Paper) has to be used. Please do not hesitate to award full marks if the 
answer deserves it. 

12  Every examiner has to necessarily do evaluation work for full working hours i.e., 8 
hours every day and evaluate 20 answer books per day in main subjects and 25 
answer books per day in other subjects (Details are given in Spot Guidelines).This is 
in view of the reduced syllabus and number of questions in question paper. 

13  Ensure that you do not make the following common types of errors committed by the 
Examiner in the past :- 

● Leaving answer or part thereof unassessed in an answer book. 
● Giving more marks for an answer than assigned to it. 
● Wrong totaling of marks awarded on an answer. 
● Wrong transfer of marks from the inside pages of the answer book to the title 

page. 
● Wrong question wise totaling on the title page. 
● Wrong totaling of marks of the two columns on the title page. 
● Wrong grand total. 
● Marks in words and figures not tallying/not same. 
● Wrong transfer of marks from the answer book to online award list. 
● Answers marked as correct, but marks not awarded. (Ensure that the right tick 

mark is correctly and clearly indicated. It should merely be a line. Same is with 
the X for incorrect answer.) 

● Half or a part of answer marked correct and the rest as wrong, but no marks 
awarded.  

14  While evaluating the answer books if the answer is found to be totally incorrect, it 
should be marked as cross (X) and awarded zero (0) Marks. 

15  Any unassessed portion, non-carrying over of marks to the title page, or totaling error 
detected by the candidate shall damage the prestige of all the personnel engaged in 
the evaluation work as also of the Board. Hence, in order to uphold the prestige of all 
concerned, it is again reiterated that the instructions be followed meticulously and 
judiciously. 

16  The Examiners should acquaint themselves with the guidelines given in the 
“Guidelines for Spot Evaluation” before starting the actual evaluation. 

17  Every Examiner shall also ensure that all the answers are evaluated, marks carried 
over to the title page, correctly totaled and written in figures and words. 

18  The candidates are entitled to obtain photocopy of the Answer Book on request on 
payment of the prescribed processing fee. All Examiners/Additional Head 
Examiners/Head Examiners are once again reminded that they must ensure that 
evaluation is carried out strictly as per value points for each answer as given in the 
Marking Scheme. 

19  If a candidate attempts both alternatives/options in a question where only one 
option/alternative is required to be attempted, the Evaluator shall award marks 
in both the options.  The system will take the higher of two scores and 
disregard the other response. 

20  In a question having two options/alternatives, if a candidate has attempted only 
one, then the evaluator shall mark “NA” (Not attempted) against the option that 
has not been attempted by the candidate. 
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MARKING SCHEME 
Social Science (Subject Code - 087) 

(PAPER CODE: 32/8/1) 
 

Q. No. EXPECTED VALUE POINTS Marks 
 Section-A 

(History) 
20 

1. (B) Austria             Pg-10 
 

1 

2. (C) Willingness to make peace                                                              Pg-24 
 
 For Visually Impaired Candidates only in lieu of Q, No. 2 
 
(C) Kaiser William- I                                                               Pg-19 
   

1 
 
 
 
1 

3. (D) IV, III, I, II                                                                                         Pg-31 
 

1 

4. (A) Louise Sebastien Mercier                                                                 Pg-115 
 

1 

5. Explain the contribution of ancient ‘silk routes’ in the spread of Buddhism. 
 

(i) The Silk routes are a good example of vibrant pre-modern trade and cultural 
links between distant parts of the world. 

(ii) Buddhism emerged from eastern India and spread in several directions 
through intersecting points on the silk routes. 

(iii) Any other relevant point.      
Any two points to be explained 

                                                                                 Pg 54 

2x1=2 

6. (a) Explain the role of culture in the formation of idea of the nation in Europe during 
the early nineteenth century. 

(i) Culture played an important role in creating the idea of the nation. Art, poetry, 
stories and music helped to express and shape nationalist feelings 

(ii) Romanticism, a cultural movement sought to develop a particular form of 
nationalist sentiment. Their effort was to create a sense of a shared collective 
heritage, a common cultural past, as the basis of a nation. 

(iii) Romantics such as the German philosopher Johann Gottfried Herder claimed 
that true German culture was to be discovered among the common people – 
das volk.  

(iv) Through folk songs, poetry and dances the true spirit of the nation (volksgeist) 
was popularised. 

(v) Collecting and recording various forms of folk culture was essential to the 
project of nation-building. 

(vi) The emphasis on vernacular language and the collection of local folklore was 
not just to recover an ancient national spirit, but also to carry the modern 
nationalist message to large audiences who were mostly illiterate. 

3x1=3 
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(vii) Karol Kurpinski celebrated the national struggle through his operas and 
music, turning folk dances like the polonaise and mazurka into nationalist 
symbols. 

(viii) Language also played an important role in developing nationalist sentiments. 
The use of Polish came to be seen as a symbol of the struggle against Russian 
dominance in Poland.  

(ix) Any other relevant point.      
  
Any three points to be explained 

                Pg-13 
 OR  

(b) Explain the role of imperialism in leading Europe towards the First World War 
in 1914. 

(i) Many countries in the world which had been colonised by the European 
powers in the nineteenth century began to oppose imperial domination 

(ii) The major European powers manipulated the nationalist aspirations of the 
subject peoples in Europe to further their own imperialist aims. 

(iii) The Balkans was a region of geographical and ethnic variation, which was 
under the control of Ottoman empire 

(iv) The Balkan peoples based their claims for independence or political rights on 
nationality.  

(v) During this period, there was intense rivalry among the European powers over 
trade and colonies as well as naval and military might.  

(vi) Big European powers like Russia, Germany, England, Austro-Hungary were 
keen on countering the hold of other powers over the Balkan region of Europe 
and extending their own control over the area.  

(vii) This led to a series of wars in the region and finally the First World War. 
Nationalism, aligned with imperialism, led Europe to disaster in 1914.  

(viii) Any other relevant point.      
   
Any three points to be explained 

           Pg- 26  

3x1=3 

7. (a) Explain the ways in which tribal peasants perceived Mahatma Gandhi’s 
message and his idea of Swaraj.  

(i) Tribal peasants interpreted the message of Mahatma Gandhi and the idea of 
swaraj in their own way. 

(ii) In the Gudem Hills of Andhra Pradesh, a militant guerilla movement spread 
in the early 1920s.   

(iii) In many forest regions, the colonial government had closed large forest areas 
preventing people from entering the forests to graze their cattle or to collect 
fuelwood and fruits.  

(iv) This enraged the hill people as their livelihood and traditional rights were 
being denied.   

(v) The person who came to lead them was Alluri Sitaram Raju. 
(vi) Raju was inspired by Mahatma Gandhi and the Non-Cooperation Movement 

however did not believe in non-violence. 

5x1=5 
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(vii) The Gudem rebels attacked police stations, attempted to kill British officials 
and carried on guerrilla warfare for achieving swaraj. 

(viii)  When the tribals chanted Gandhiji’s name and raised slogans demanding 
‘Swatantra Bharat’, they were also emotionally relating to an all-India 
agitation.  

(ix) When they acted in the name of Mahatma Gandhi, or linked their movement 
to that of the Congress, they were identifying with a movement which went 
beyond the limits of their immediate locality 

(x) Any other relevant point 
Any five points to be explained 

        Pg-36       

(b) Explain the ways in which plantation workers perceived Mahatma Gandhi’s 
message and his idea of Swaraj. 

(i) The plantation workers in Assam had their own understanding of Mahatma 
Gandhi and the notion of swaraj  

(ii) For plantation workers in Assam, freedom meant the right to move freely in 
and out of the confined space in which they were enclosed, and it meant 
retaining a link with the village from which they had come. 

(iii) Under the Inland Emigration Act of 1859, plantation workers were not 
permitted to leave the tea gardens without permission, and in fact they were 
rarely given such permission.   

(iv) When they heard of the non-cooperation movement, thousands of workers 
defied the authorities and left the plantations.   

(v) They believed that Gandhi Raj was coming and every one would be given 
land in their own villages.   

(vi) They interpreted the term swaraj in their own ways, imagining it to be a time 
when all suffering and all troubles would be over. 

(vii) Any other relevant point          
Any five points to be explained 

Pg-36 

5x1=5 

8. Read the given source carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

 
 
(8.1) Mention the method of printing used in India, before the advent of printing 
technology.                                                                                                           (1) 
             - Hand written manuscript           
                                                         
 

 
 

1+1+2=
4 
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(8.2) Why did western missionaries give importance to printing in India?  (1) 
            - They wanted to spread Christianity                                   
 
(8.3) Explain the role of printing in Indian National Movement.            (2X1=2)                       

(i) Print connected people in different parts of India.  
(ii) Newspapers conveyed news from one place to another, creating pan-

Indian identities.  
(iii) Many newspapers spread nationalistic sentiment among the people.   
(iv) Social reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy published books to reform 

 society and spread awareness. 
(v) Any other relevant point.                                                                                                      

Any two points to be explained 
    

9. PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED MAP 
 
For Visually Impaired candidates only in lieu of Q, No. 9  
 
9.1 Nagpur  
9.2 Ahmadabad 
 

2x1=2 
 
 
 
 

 Section-B 
(Geography) 

20 

10. (B) Bandhavgarh National Park- Madhya Pradesh.                                    Pg-15 
 

1 

11. (D) Blood-less Revolution.                                                                          Pg-39 
 

1 

12. (C) (A) is true, but (R) is false.                                                                    Pg 8 
 

1 

13. (C) Only I, II and IV are correct.                                                                Pg-50 
 

1 

14. (D) III, I, IV, II                                                                                           Pg-53 
 

1 

15. “Planning is widely accepted strategy for judicious use of resources.” Support 
the statement by giving appropriate example with reference to India. 
 

(i) Resource planning is importance in a country like India, which has enormous 
diversity in the availability of resources.   

(ii) There are regions which are rich in certain types of resources but are deficient 
in some other resources.   

(iii) There are some regions which can be considered self- sufficient in terms of 
the availability of resources and there are some regions which have acute 
shortage of some vital resources.   

(iv) An equitable distribution of resources has become essential for a sustained 
quality of life and global peace. 

(v) Resource planning is essential for sustainable existence of all forms of life 
which is a component of sustainable development. 

3x1=3 
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(vi) Any other relevant point       
Any three points to be explained 

       Pg-2 
 

16. (a) Describe the main characteristics of Information Technology and Electronics 
Industry in India. 

(i) The electronics industry covers a wide range of products from transistor sets 

to Television, telephones, cellular telecom etc. 
(ii) A major impact of this industry has been on employment generation. 
(iii) The continuing growth in the hardware and software is the key to the success 

of industry in India. 
(iv) It fulfils many requirements of the telecommunication industry  
(v) Bengaluru, Noida, Mumbai, Delhi, Hyderabad etc have emerged as the 

important production centers of electronic goods.   

(vi) Any other relevant point.  

Any five points to be explained 
             Pg-65      

5x1=5 

 OR  
16. (b) Describe the main characteristics of Chemical Industry in India. 

(i) The Chemical industry in India is fast growing and diversifying.   
(ii) It comprises both large and small scale manufacturing units.   
(iii) Rapid growth has been recorded in both inorganic and organic sectors.  
(iv) Inorganic chemicals include sulphuric acid, nitric acid, alkalies, soda ash and 

caustic soda. 
(v) The chemical industry is its own largest consumer.  
(vi) Basic chemicals undergo processing to further produce other chemicals that 

are used for industrial application, agriculture or directly for consumer 
markets 

(vii) These industries are widely spread all over the country.   
(viii) Any other relevant point             

Any five points to be explained 
Pg-64 

5x1=5 

17. Read the given source carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

 

1+1+2=
4 
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(17.1) Define the term Dam.                                                                               (1) 
       - A dam is a barrier to flowing water that obstruct, direct or refeeds the flow often 
creating a reservoir, lake or impoundment. 
                                        
(17.2) How do dams help in water management?                                             (1) 
       - Dams manage flow of water and through canals provide water for irrigation.     
 
(17.3) Why are dams called as multipurpose projects?                         (2X1=2) 
  

(i) Dams control flood water. 
(ii) Through canals, dams provide water for agriculture.  
(iii) They are a source of electricity generation.   
(iv) Dams provide water for domestic and industrial use. 
(v) Dams provide inland navigation. 
(vi) Dams promote fish breeding. 
(vii) Any other relevant point. 

Any two points to be explained                                              
                                                                                             

18. PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED MAP 
 
For Visually Impaired candidates only in lieu of Q, No. 18 
(Attempt any three) 
 
18.1 Bhilai  
18.2 Noida 
18.3 Vishakha pattanam 
18.4 Chennai/Meenambakkam  
 

3x1=3 
 
 
 
 

 

 Section-C 
(Political Science) 

20 

19. (A) Power shared among different organs of government                         Pg-8 
 

1 

20. (B) French                                                                                                  Pg-2 
 

1 

21. (C) North and Eastern                                                                                Pg-3 
 
For Visually Impaired candidates only in lieu of Q, No. 21 
  
(D)     Sinhalese                                                                                               Pg-2    

1 
 
 
 
1 
 

22. (D) Municipal Corporations                                                                       Pg-25 
  

1 

23. (C) a-ii, b-iv, c-i, d-iii                                                                                Pg-56 
 

1 
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24. Suggest any two measures to increase the role of women in the field of politics in 
India. 

(i) It should be made mandatory for political parties to provide equal 
membership to women. 

(ii) Political parties should involve women in decision making process.   
(iii) Women should be given leadership roles in political parties  
(iv) Any other relevant point  

Any two points to be explained                                     
                                                                                                                       Pg-34 

2x1=2 

25. (a) How is democracy a responsible form of government? Explain. 
(i) Democracy produces a government that is accountable to the citizens, and 

responsive to the needs and expectations of the citizens. 
(ii) Democratic government is a legitimate government. 
(iii) Democracy is based on the idea of deliberation and discussion 
(iv) Democracy produces a government that follows due procedures before taking 

decisions. 
(v) Regular free and fair elections make democracy a responsible form of 

government. 
(vi) Any other relevant point  

Any two points to be explained   
                   Pg-65  

2x1=2 

 OR  
(b) How is democracy successful in reducing economic inequality? Explain.  

(i) Democracy is based on the principle of equality.   
(ii) Democracy provides equal opportunities for economic development 
(iii) Democratic governments are welfare governments and they provide 

incentives to people through various schemes.  
(iv) Democratic governments work towards equitable distribution of resources 
(v) Any other relevant point  
Any two points to be explained             

Pg-69 

2x1=2 

26. “Multi-Party system is better in terms of political representation”. Support the 
statement in context of India. 

(i) Multi-party system is beneficial for socially diverse countries like India. 
(ii) This system allows a variety of interests and opinions to enjoy political 

representation. 
(iii) Multi-Party system enables political representation from different sections of 

the society. 
(iv) It allows room for different political ideologies to be represented. 
(v) Any other relevant point  
Any three points to be explained.          

    Pg-51  

3x1=3 

27. “Treating women equally is an essential condition for democracy.” Examine the 
statement. 

(i) Democracy is based on the principle of equality.   

3x1=3 
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(ii) The practice of Universal Adult Franchise in democracy ensures gender based 
equality. 

(iii) Once the principle of equality is recognised it becomes easier for women to 
wage a struggle against what is now unacceptable legally and morally. 

(iv) Women constitute half of the population; democracy cannot achieve its goal 
of equality without treating women equally.   

(v) Any other relevant point. 
Any three points to be explained.            

    Pg-71  
28. (a) Examine the characteristics of federal system of government in the context of 

India. 
(i) There are three tiers of govt. in India- Centre, State and Local bodies.  
(ii) Different tiers of govt. govern the same people but each has its own 

jurisdiction.    
(iii) The jurisdiction of each tier of government is specified in the constitution with 

the help of three lists.   
(iv) The fundamental provisions of the constitution cannot be changed by one level 

of govt.   
(v) Sources of revenue for each level of government are specified in the 

constitution.  
(vi) Judiciary has the power to interpret the constitution in India.   
(vii) Any other relevant point.  
Any five points to be examined.            

Pg-15  

5x1=5 

 OR  
(b) Examine the provisions made for local self-government by the 1992 

constitutional amendment. 
(i) It is constitutionally mandatory to hold regular elections to local govt. bodies.  
(ii) Seats are reserved in the electoral bodies and the executive heads of these 

institutions for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward 
Classes.   

(iii) At least one-third of all positions are reserved for women.   
(iv) An independent institution called the State Election Commission has been 

created in each state to conduct Panchayat and Municipal elections.     
(v) The state governments are required to share some powers and revenue with 

local govt. bodies. 
(vi) Any other relevant point.  

Any five points to be examined.          
                                                                                                                       Pg-24    

5x1=5 

 Section-D 
(Economics) 

20 

29. (A) Proportion of literate population in 7 and above age group.    
                                                                                                         Pg-10 

1 

30. (B) Per Capita income, Education status and Health status    
                                                                                                                 Pg-13  

1 
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31. (A) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct explanation of (A)   
                                                                                               Pg-21 

1 

32. (D) 2,34,000 crores                                                                                       Pg-23 
 

1 

33. (C) Landlord                                                                                                Pg-50 
 

1 

34. (B) To protect domestic producers from foreign competition.                   Pg-64 1 
35. Why is sustainable development necessary? Explain. 

(i) Resources are limited and must be preserved for future generation.   
(ii) Sustainable development is necessary for maintaining eco-system. 
(iii) To prevent environmental degradation, sustainable development is necessary. 
(iv) Any other relevant point  

Any two points to be explained. 
           Pg-14 

2x1=2 

36. “Globalization has been impossible without the expansion of Information 
Technology.” Examine the statement with suitable arguments. 

(i) Information technology has improved the areas of telecommunications, 
computers and Internet.  

(ii) Various facilities (telegraph, telephone including mobile phones, fax) are used 
to contact one another around the world. 

(iii) Information Technology helps to access information instantly. 
(iv) It helps to communicate from remote areas.  
(v) Any other relevant point.  

Any three points to be explained         
                                                                                                                      Pg-63  

3x1=3 

37. (a) Explain with examples the differences between the public and private sectors of 
the Indian economy.  

(i) In public sector most of the assets are government owned while in private 
sector they are owned by the Individual or enterprises.   

(ii) Activities in the private sector are guided by the motive to earn profits while 
the public sector focuses on welfare of people. 

(iii) The activities which require higher spending may not be undertaken by the 
private sector but by the public sector. 

(iv) Development of infrastructure is managed by the public sector as they have 
access to huge funds which the private sector lacks.  

(v) The Private sector will not provide several things needed by the society as a 
whole at a reasonable cost while public sector will provide 

(vi) There are a large number of activities which are the primary responsibility of 
the government so public sector has to undertake them whereas private sector 
is not bound. 

(vii) Reliance and Tata Iron and Steel are some examples of Private sector 
industries while BHEL, Bharat Electronics are some of the Public Sector 
industries. 

(viii) Any other relevant point  
Any five points to be explained  
                                                                                Pg-32   

5x1=5 
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 OR  
(b) Explain with examples the difference between the organized and unorganized 

sectors of the Indian Economy. 
(i) Organised sector covers those enterprises or places of work where the terms 

of employment are regular whereas in unorganised sector terms of 
employment are not regular. 

(ii) Organised Sectors are registered by the government and have to follow its 
rules and regulations which are given in various laws such as the Factories 
Act, Minimum Wages Act, Payment of Gratuity Act, Shops and 
Establishments Act etc while unorganised sectors do not follow the rules 
strictly.  

(iii) Organised sector follows formal processes and procedures while unorganised 
sector does not. 

(iv) Workers in the organised sector enjoy security of employment while there is 
no such security in unorganised sector 

(v) There are fixed working hours in organised sector and if employees work extra 
hours they are paid for it. Whereas there are no fixed working hours in 
unorganised sector. 

(vi) Workers get medical benefits in organised sector while such facility may not 
be available in unorganised sector. 

(vii) Any other relevant point 

Any five points to be explained. 
Pg-30  

5x1=5 

38. Read the following source carefully and answer the questions that follow: 
 

  
38.1 Under which source of credit do cooperative societies fall?               (1) 

            -Formal source of credit.        
                                                                                  
38.2 Mention the main sources of credit of cooperative societies?             (1) 

          -Bank.                                                     
                                                                        

1+1+2=
4 
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38.3 Explain the role of cooperative societies in rural development.      (2X1=2) 
(i) They enable rural people to avail loan without collateral.  
(ii) They also provide loans for the purchase of agricultural implements, for 

cultivation, agricultural trade, fishery loans, loans for construction of houses 
and for a variety of other expenses                                                  

(iii) Any other relevant point  
Any two points to be explained         
                                   

 

 


